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Faithful in the Interim
Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without
wavering, since he who promised is faithful. And let us
watch out for one another to provoke love and good
works, not neglecting to gather together, as some are
the habit of doing, but encouraging each other, and
Jeff Smith allinthe
more as you see the day approaching. (Hebrews
10:23-25 CSB)
Two of our last five years at HBC have been years without a lead pastor.
Such times are always challenging for a church. There is an obvious loss
of leadership coupled with the inevitable struggle to figure out the
transition and chart a new way forward. Many churches wither during
interim times and take a long time to recover. Some never regain their
former strength.
But at HBC, I've seen some remarkable things happen during the two
interims in which I've been a part. I've seen many in our church continue
to trust in God and remain faithful even though they didn't know what
our future would hold. I've seen church members continue to serve, give,
teach, and lead. I've seen committees and teams press forward into their
work, trying to pave the way for the new lead pastor instead of merely
waiting on him to arrive.
I've also noticed the increased teamwork of our staff pastors during these
interims. In the absence of a lead pastor, they have developed collaborative ways of working together. They have stepped in to preach, teach,
lead, and counsel more frequently. And they have become more than just
a pastoral staff; they have become a pastor team.
During this recent interim, I've also been very grateful for our interim
pastor Doug. Over the past nine months, he has become our primary
preaching pastor and an integral part of our pastor team. His advice and
feedback have been invaluable, and he's been ready and willing to help
the church even beyond our expectations.
Don't get me wrong; interims are still tough. I'll be glad when this one is
over, and I pray we don't see another one for a long time! But I’m also
praising God for the things he has done and the ways he has worked
through you in these interim times.
And as we prepare for Pastor Jeremy to arrive, let's pray that we'll be
even more dependent on God and follow him even more closely in the
days ahead. Let's pray that God would use us even more to demonstrate
the gospel in our families, in our workplaces, in our neighborhoods, and
among the nations.
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As the Apostle Paul began his second missionary journey
strengthening previously planted churches, he planned to
travel northeast, toward modern day northern Turkey.
However, the Holy Spirit forbid him to speak the word in
Asia (Acts 16:6). In fact, the “Spirit of Jesus did not
permit them” to go there (Acts 16:7). Instead, they Doug Williams
traveled west toward Europe under the Lord’s leading.
Why? Because Paul had a vision during the night of a man in Macedonia
(present day Greece), saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”
(Acts 16:9).
So, immediately they concluded that the Lord was calling them to preach the
gospel to them, and they went. The first city they came to was Philippi. Paul and
his traveling companions went to the riverside outside of the city to find people
who would be gathered there for prayer. Women were there, and as Paul shared
about Jesus, God opened the heart of an influential business woman named
Lydia and she believed (Acts 16:14). Paul and his team then shared with her
whole family and they all believed and were baptized (Acts 16:15).
What an incredible start for this mission team as they were sensitive to the
leading of the Holy Spirit. The gospel is shared for the first time on European
soil and a house church is birthed. Lest one think that things always go this well,
the following events take a different turn for Paul and Silas. As they continued to
stay in Philippi for many more days a slave girl with a spirit of divination began
following them. She continually said, “These men are bond-servants of the Most
High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation” (Acts 16:17).
Paul finally has enough and casts the spirit out of this girl. Her master sees that
his form of profit is now gone and drags Paul and Silas before the authorities,
accusing them of throwing the city into confusion by proclaiming unlawful
customs (Acts 16:19-21). The authorities beat them with rods and throw them
into jail. Things definitely have turned downward…or have they?
While in jail Paul and Silas sit shackled singing praises to God. Around midnight
an earthquake rocks the jail and all the prison doors and shackles are unfastened
(Acts 16:25-26). Fearing that the prisoners had escaped, the jailor intends to kill
himself, but Paul cries out to him, saying, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all
here” (Acts 16:28). The jailor then asks the question of all questions—“Sirs,
what must I do to be saved” (Acts 16:29)? “Believe in the Lord Jesus,” Paul and
Silas reply, “and you will be saved, you and your household” (Acts 16:30).
Here are a several take-aways from this visit to Philippi. First, gospel
advancement relies upon the leading of the Holy Spirit. Where do we go? Just
be faithful to go and trust God to lead you in where to go. Second, gospel
advancement involves engaging people where they are. Go where people are
gathered and engage them with the gospel. Third, share the gospel and trust God
to open hearts. Ours is not the responsibility for results, but for faithfulness to
share. Fourth, gospel advancement often involves opposition. Here is the bottom
line, the devil does not like for us to advance the gospel. Therefore, don’t be
surprised when opposition arises; in fact, expect it. Last, gospel advancement,
amidst opposition, often leads to opportunities for God to do the unimaginable.
God can use demon possessed girls, earthquakes, and jail cells to change sinners’
lives. If we will simply listen, we might hear the faint cry of someone “over
there” saying, “Hey, come over here. We need your help!”
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